
 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council of Rush City held Monday, July 12, 2021, 

in the City Hall Council Chambers at 6:30 p.m. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Mayor Dahlberg called the meeting to order with the following members present: Councilors 

Frank Storm, Mick Louzek (via Zoom), Dan Meyer, Tom Schneider; Mayor Dan Dahlberg. 

Others present included Chisago County Sheriff Brandon Thyen, Sergeant Jason Foster, City 

Engineers Zach Schmitz and Jake Jorgenson of SEH (via Zoom), Sarv Mithaqiyan of the County 

News Review (via Zoom) and interested citizens. 

Additions to the agenda included Frandsen Avenue streetlights and the June 2021 finance 

report. 

 Motion by Meyer, second by Schneider: To approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 

June 28, 2021 and the special meeting of July 7, 2021. Roll call vote: Louzek, yes; Storm, yes; 

Meyer, yes; Schneider, yes; Dahlberg, yes. MC 

Motion by Storm, second by Meyer: To approve the Bills and Claims of the City as presented 

to the Council and on file in the City offices. Roll call vote: Louzek, yes; Storm, yes; Meyer, yes; 

Schneider, yes; Dahlberg, yes. MC 

Notices and communications were then reviewed. A notice from the ECRDC regarding a 

small business workshop was reviewed.  

Sheriff Thyen then addressed the Council regarding the School Resource Officer agreement 

for the 2021-2022 school year. He reviewed the new contract rate for 2022 and said that the school 

and the county have been happy with the program thus far.  

Motion by Storm, second by Dahlberg: To approve the agreement with Chisago County and 

the Rush City School District for the School Resource Officer for the 2021-2022 school year. Roll 

call vote: Louzek, yes; Storm, yes; Meyer, yes; Schneider, yes; Dahlberg, yes. MC 

An update was given on the airport parking lot expansion project.  

The proposed updates to the Rush City Fire Department Policies were reviewed and 

discussed. The Administrator noted that the fire department had reviewed them at their recent 

meeting. 

Motion by Schneider, second by Meyer: To approve the updates to the Rush City Fire 

Department Policies as presented and on file in the City offices. Roll call vote: Louzek, yes; Storm, 

yes; Meyer, yes; Schneider, yes; Dahlberg, yes. MC 

Council concerns were then discussed. Illegal fireworks discharged in residential areas over 

the 4th of July weekend were discussed. Sergeant Foster stated that concerned citizens need to call 

dispatch and report this. Concerns regarding needed sidewalk repair on 3rd Street were also 

mentioned. 

At this time, all those in attendance were called on for public comment.  Kris Allen addressed 

the Council regarding pool and fence requirements in Rush City. He also made a complaint that the 

regulations aren’t being enforced evenly by the Administrator and Sergeant Foster. 

Announcements were then made. The Big Splash at the Aquatic Center will be held on July 

18, 2021 from Noon - 4:00 p.m. featuring carnival games, the lucky duck race, bingo and $2.00 

swimming admission from 12:30-6:30 p.m. The Chisago County Fair will be held on July 22-July 

25, 2021, with the parade on July 24, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. The Rush City Chamber of Commerce 

Summer Shell Series, Concert in the City Park, will be on Thursday, July 29, 2021, from 6:00 - 9:00 

p.m., featuring Chmielewski Polka Band. Rush City Community Appreciation Night will be held on 

Thursday, August 5, 2021, at the City Park from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Mayor Dahlberg then recessed the regular meeting and opened the closed session to discuss 

employee performance allegations. 

Mayor Dahlberg then recessed the closed session and re-opened the regular meeting.  



 

Motion by Schneider, second by Storm: To approve the request for a leave of absence from 

the Rush City Fire Department for Peter Talberg, effective January 1, 2021 – December 31, 2021, 

with the requirement that he submit a letter with his future intentions by the December 13, 2021 

Council meeting and that his attendance will be reevaluated after the first quarter of 2022. Roll call 

vote: Louzek, yes; Storm, yes; Meyer, yes; Schneider, yes; Dahlberg, yes. MC 

The installation of streetlights on Frandsen Avenue, south of County Road 7, was discussed. 

City Engineer Zach Schmitz explained that we would contract directly with East Central Energy for 

the installation of 10 lights along Frandsen Avenue. Concern was raised about the spacing of the 

lights towards the south end of Frandsen Avenue and the consensus of the Council was to add an 

additional streetlight to the plan. 

Motion by Storm, second by Meyer: To approve the quote of East Central Energy for the 

installation of streetlights on Frandsen Avenue, south of County Road 7, with the addition of one 

more light. Roll call vote: Louzek, yes; Storm, yes; Meyer, yes; Schneider, yes; Dahlberg, yes. MC 

Mr. Schmitz also informed the Council that the updated start date for the Frandsen Avenue 

project is August 9, 2021 and that the gas company will be replacing their main and services in 

conjunction with the project. 

The June 2021 finance report was reviewed. 

Motion by Louzek, second by Schneider: To adjourn the meeting at 8:07 p.m. MC 

 

 

 

/s/ Amy Jo Mell 

Administrator 
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